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Instructions

® Use black ink or ball-point pen.

@ Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,
centre number and candidate number.

® Answer all questions.

® Answer the questions in the spaces provided
— there may be more space than you need.

® You must not use a dictionary.

Information

® The total mark for this paper is 100.
® The marks for each question are shown in brackets

— use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice

® Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
® Keep an eye on the time.

® Try to answer every question.

® Check your answers if you have time at the end.
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1. Translate the following sentences into Sinhala.

(a) Please tell me how to get a bus from here to the airport.

(5 additional marks are available for the quality of Sinhala in your answers)

(Total for Question 1 = 15 marks)
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2. Translate the following passage into Sinhala.
The Kataragama Festival

In July and August, almost at the same time as the Esala Perahera in Kandy, the
colourful Kataragama Festival takes place over a two-week period. A celebrated
ancient place of pilgrimage, Kataragama not so long ago was nestling in deep jungle.
The jungle has been cleared along the Menik Ganga and Kataragama has become a
place of worship not only for Hindus, but for Buddhists, Muslims and some Christians
as well. Still, the majority of devotees who actively participate in the festival are
Hindus, as the proceedings honour the God Skanda (also known as Murugan), the
main deity of Kataragama.

The most remarkable feature of the celebration is the inclination of devotees to
self-mortification, generally in repayment of vows. These include acts such as rolling
partially dressed on the hot scorching sand around the devala precincts and inflicting
self-harm to parts of the body. Some foot pilgrims opt to carry on their shoulders the
decorated arched framework known as the kavadi, with accompanying drummers, for
a hundred miles or more. Others skewer their cheeks and pierce their tongues with
miniature spears or are suspended from iron bars on hooks which bear the entire
weight of their body.

One of the most remarkable spectacles of Kataragama is the fire-walking. Devotees,
from old men and women to small children, walk over a bed of burning embers
without any visible sign of discomfort or injury to the soles of their feet. These acts of
self-mortification are, however, confined to a minority. Most pilgrims are involved in
religious activities such as worshipping at the temples of the many deities, fulfilling
vows, giving alms to beggars or worshipping at the Buddhist dageba known as
Kirivehera.

The climax of the festival is a grand perahera followed by the water-cutting ceremony.
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(Total for Question 2 = 25 marks)
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3. Translate the following passage into English.

60080 GOMGEH ¢IOBHGEH B0 ® & D 6OEE DRIRNHED OHEED OB
O08M. G PEMBEED a6 B0 gHCRD, @B GI0RE & ™D [EH
B0 GIIcH ¢ GOGEE DOFH) BEMR.

DB® € 60606g HOC 7 @) By ¢, Q60 BHEH QM 6 CORED ¢, B @™
odf 6Ooge DODED cOD BB BF JAID OB DBNO GIB. A6HY VOBO &) CiC
28 aNQORD OB 6O6EEC ®OORD O® coHE @d ®IOCME OBDO FIHGD CHEM
D0 B6CHORD R MDD 6. B @D OB TO (o MOB IR ¢ Bife
HDO 6. gD O FOCH FTO @MGOD 8OO0 O @C OB MM gl OR.

96c® 6OEHES) OBdM, O, a®, Bcll, BBE, E6e B0 B B0m, DL &
GHOGR 608 HMED) 6. MBMHE O cOIRRHD ®HB 00D COGD (E), BOE CHHE)
CH®, ONGH CleD MO, ODBE 6O RO DE VDD §od Dok DANDER BCHD
6. 60 gOcY BcHN OB 6OIVGE OF BE AMEDE OHem MEREGT & Bcddn B
¢ BEcrn . cO6ERE oo 060 gRBOSHBD 6O6EE BN B DO,
OO Boide gn B0 6eH o ae HRWOH 80 VO, gRRRHNED goR
C®BDIIGHEH B & cHRCBEHD a®BEOL & Fio.

696eC DGR BEHm 8OO0 BB 6O6ELH BERCO 6m0m0l ok DNOED GHECOR.
)55 ) HcHE) G 6B GOGELH Do @ B0aM® BEVCH cHERBOE BLHm 6O.
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(Total for Question 3 = 25 marks)
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4. Write an essay of 200-250 words in Sinhala on one of the following topics:

Either
(@) ‘The legal age limit for voting should be lowered to 16! Do you agree?

‘IRCE TO BcH) D368 D B0 gidic 16 O 68 ®C Gr.” A0 da®
DR

(b) The person | admire most.
0 gOnED GOED GEHRM.

(c) The place that I would like to visit again.
o) GED MOBOO WO SNNG.

Or

(d) Write a letter to a friend describing how you spent your Christmas or New Year
holidays last year.

R0 60ahc HADE 68) gD GO HORD KB BE gk W daad DOl ABE®
F56000 68 Bndcnnd CBrEH oM.

Instructions to candidates:

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (X).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ( 5 )
and then indicate your new question with a cross (X ).

Chosen question number: Question 4(a) [
Question 4(b) [

Question 4(c) [

L]

Question 4(d)

Please turn over for answer space.
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(Total for Question 4 = 35 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 100 MARKS
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